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Friday 20th March 2020

Emergency Delegation – COVID-19	

Contact officer – S Hatwell – Proper Officer/Clerk/RFO
                              clerk@coopc.co.uk

1. Background.

1.1 This report was written on 20th March 2020 and based on current information and guidance from the UK government and World Health Organisation.
1.2 As there is no immunity to COVID-19 virus, it is estimated that up to 80% of the UK population will become infected at some point during the course of the outbreak which is predicated to last at least 4 months in the UK. According to the Governments action plan up to 20% of the population which would include the Council’s staff/councillors may be infected during the peak of the outbreak.
1.3 The Government issued new more stringent isolation guidance on Monday 16th March updated on 20/03/20 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-ukand-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adultsgovernment 
1.4 The Council’s measures therefore should reflect the Government strategy and prioritise the shielding of all “At Risk” groups.
1.5 The three main priorities for the Council are:
· Ensuring the health and safety of staff, Councillors, volunteers, and members of the public participating in Council activities
· Maintaining effective and lawful decision -making processes
· The continuing operation of essential services and contractual obligations.

1.6 It is a requirement of the Local Government Act 1972, that council business shall be conducted at public 
meetings of the council and any committees. Whilst councillors and the public may choose not to attend, the Proper Officer cannot.
1.7 Local Government Secretary Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP announced support for local councils on 16th March 202 including the following:
· Councils will be able to use their discretion on deadlines for Freedom of Information requests
· The deadline for local government financial audits will be extended to 30th September 2020
· It will consider bringing forward legislation to remove the requirement for annual council meetings to take place in person
· It will consider bringing forward legislation to allow council committee meetings to be held virtually for a temporary period.
It is anticipated that Emergency Legislation will be laid before Parliament on Thursday 19th March 2020. In light of this legislative change, the Proper Officer may alter the recommendation in this report.
1.8  Whilst the Proper Officer currently has a wide range of delegated authority, as per Appendix 1, there is a need to ensure the Council can continue to operate during any ‘lockdown’ period.
1.9 Specific provisions in relation to Financial Matters (4.4) limit expenditure to £300.00 in any single transaction.
1.10 Provisions for urgency (7) and Emergency Planning (8) are broad rather than specific.
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1.11 Delegation of decision making under The Local Government Act 1972 allow for delegation to an officer, in such cases this can be in consultation with councillors, although councillors themselves cannot make decisions other than as part of a committee or sub-committee.

1.12 It is therefore suggested that the delegation as per Appendix 2 be approved subject to the confirmation of councillors as highlighted in the document.

2. Recommendation

The Council is recommended to AGREE to extend the delegation of Council decisions to the Proper Officer/clerk during any period of restricted activity declared by the Government in respect of the COVID-19 virus. Such delegation to enable the Council to fulfil its responsibilities to its residents.
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